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tranquil

remains a

Heber-Overgaard
mountain community of approximately
2700 year-round residents. With summer
temperatures barely topping 85 degrees, our
community is a popular summer getaway
for folks from warmer parts down south
such as Phoenix and Tucson.

A mere 2 %
Heber-Overgaard has managed to retain it’s

hours from Phoenix,

small-town feel where folks seeking to
escape the stresses of hectic city life can
visit, unwind and reconnect with family,

friends, and nature.

Whether you enjoy hunting and fishing,
hiking or camping, reading or relaxing,
you're sure to find the right antidote for
what ails you in Heber-Overgaard.

Heber-Overgaard 1s located along
Highway 260, approximately 55 miles from
and 1500 feet higher than Payson. Most of
the highway from Phoenix is 4-lane,
including a new stretch right through town.
Our community offers numerous restaurants
and lodging choices, a library, churches of
various denominations, resident medical,
dental and chiropractic offices, two markets,
three hardware stores and sporting goods

store.

We have an elementary school and middle
school, and our modern high school has
since replaced the rodeo grounds and potato
farm that Alva Porter had planted in the early
days of Heber’s settlement. Partially ringed
by mountains, the school’s large playing
fields provide the perfect echoing backdrop
for our annual July 4th Celebration and
Fireworks show, which rivals that of even
the Tall
Timbers County Park, located just west of
the U. S. Forest Service Black Mesa Ranger

Station in Overgaard, is a welcoming and

largest metropolitan displays.

lovely spot for our Oktoberfest, Winterfest
and July 4th festivals, and has facilities for
handball, racquetball, and baseball, as well
as a playground for the children and fully
equipped picnic areas.

Still, for all the growth and expansion,
Heber-Overgaard is tenaciously clinging to
its small-town feel. It is a place where folks
you know only by face will wave and start
up a conversation; where people wait for an
answer when they say, “How are you?
How’s it going?”
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Mormon pioneers first settled in Heber in the late
1800s. Heber was named after Heber J. Grant, a
prominent member of the Mormon Church. Many
settlements were 1n the fertile ranching and farmland of

the Black Canyon. The neighboring community of
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Overgaard was settled in the 1930s and was named after ! A
L TO R) DON CHAPMEN, PIRE CHEIF IVON

the owner of the first sawmill. Logging and ranching WILLSON, SROTHERS CHARLES & ROBERT
; : : . SSTTLE, DON MARTIN,
were the predominant industries here until 1991. HEBER/OVERGAARD R
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The Heber—Overgaard area is surrounded by many year-round
recreational facilities, opportunities and points of scenic interest.
Immediately south of Heber—Overgaard is the Mogollon Rim, a steep
escarpment ranging from 1,000 to 2,000 feet from the base to the highest
plateau. The rim divides the northern plateau region from the lower

central and southern areas.

The rim offers many exceptional views, and numerous man-made lakes are 1deal for boating and other water sports.
Hunting for elk, deer, turkey antelope and bear are permitted. Fishing in nearby trout lakes is popular. There are also
extensive picnic and camping facilities available within the area. And situated in the heart of Overgaard on highway
260 1s the Tall Timbers County Park, a great recreational place to visit and picnic. Other scenic attractions in the area
include Chevelon Canyon Dam, the Canyon Creek Fish Hatchery, Chevelon Butte, and the Fort Apache Indian

Reservation.

June 18th 2002 was the start of the Rodeo-Chediski Fire, which
destroyed 268 structures in Heber - Overgaard (mainly in Overgaard). It
was the largest fire in Arizona history and burned some 460,000 acres.
Overgaard was evacuated for nearly two weeks while the fire was
fought. The fire caused much devastation to many local towns, however
it seened to also serve to strengthen our small community. The people
of Heber - Overgaard have not only rebuilt, but have expanded; not just

recovered, but are thriving. People who before were only dimly aware

of our community suddenly sat up and took notice. Some of them
recognized the extraordinary qualities in our townspeople, qualities they could admire, quailities they wished to
encourage in their own children, and have since made this area a permanent home for themselves and their family.



Heber-Overgaard features a wonderful library.

If you are homebound or disabled and unable to
travel to the library to checkout materials, they
will bring them to you! The library wants you to
enjoy reading, listening to audio books, or
viewing videos. They will deliver materials to
your home and arrange for them to be picked
up. Just call them and discuss with the library

staff what you would like brought to you. For more information, contact the Rim Community

Library at (928) 535-5749.
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The community has a fully-equipped medical
center, a dentist, an optomertrist, a chiropractor,
and three ambulances available, as well as a
veterinarian for those lovable pets. Hospital
services are available in Show Low (36 miles
away), Holbrok (47 miles away) and Payson (50
miles away).

There are two local financial institutions and

two  mortgage  brokers  available in
Heber/Overgaard. Navajo County businesses
are eligible for assistance in financing fixed
assets through the Finance and Administration
Division of the Arizona Department of
Commerce. Information on private activity
bonds within the county may be obtained from
the same source, or from the Industrial
Development Authority of the County of
Navajo, 819 West Florida, Holbrook, Arizona

86025

In addition to communication resources from
the rest of the state, Heber-Overgaard receives
several radio stations from Holbrook, Show
Low and Flagstaff, has 12 television channels
available on cable, and one from Flagstaff.
Local internet dial-up, DSL and wireless
With
coverage (  The

services are also available. no local

newspaper Mogollon
Connection closed its doors at the end of 2010 ),
the Chamber of Commerce website has started
posting Chamber sponsored events HERE, and
other local events of interest [HERI. The
Chamber is also planning on expanding the
website to include important local news
affecting our community. Major news stories
involving Heber-Overgaard are routinely
covered in the White Mountain Independant

newspaper, based in Show Low. You can view

their on-line version HERE.
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The community is govemed by the Navajo
County Board of Supervisors and served by
County Sheriffs, the Arizona Department of
Public Safety, and the Sheriff’s Auxiliary
The fire 40
volunteers, 15 EMTs, three paramedics, and five
IMETs.
Community Emergency Response Team that

Volunteers. department has

a volunteer

The community has

works in conjunction with the fire department.

Residents of Heber/Overgaard have access to
Show Low 36
southeast, or Taylor 29 miles northeast.

miles

public airports in

(1]
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Antelope Valley General Assembly (928) 535-3513
Calvary Chapel, Pinetop (928) 368-9014

Church of Jesus Christ of LDS, (928) 536-4344
Covenant for Life Ministries (928) 535-9488
Episcopal Church of Our Savior (928) 537-7830
Faith Lutheran Church (928) 535-9575

First Southern Baptist Church (928) 535-4483

Grace Fellowship (928) 535-4793

Electricity:
Navopache Electric Cooperative, Inc.

(800) 543-6324

LP Gas:
Amerigas (Overgaard) (928) 535-5123

Northern Energy (Overgaard) (928) 535-4439
Quality Fuels - (928) 535-6651

Telephone & Internet
Frontier Communications (800) 921-8101

Water:
Heber Domestic Water District (928) 535-5748
Arizona Water Co. (Overgaard) (928) 535-4469

Sewer:
Individual septic tanks.

Immanuel Lutheran Church (928) 368-5065

Life Church (928) 535-9801

Master's Touch Worldwide Missions (928) 535-6446

Our Lady of the Assumption (928) 535-5329

Shanta Ista ULC (928) 535-3199

Shepherd of the Pines UMC (928) 535-5208

Unity of the White Mountains (928) 532-0822

White Mountain UMC (928) 537-4827



Ecofdmic activities are varied, with retirement and tourism an important part of the economy.
Proximity to the Sitgreaves National Forest provides recreational opportunities, and some salvage
timber 1s harvested for use by local industries. A mulch plant processes forest by-products.

Service businesses provide employment and services to the predominantly retirement community.
Government and schools contribute to the local economy and retail trade is increasing. Hall Resource
Management Inc. is the single largest employer in Heber-Overgaard. Construction is also a major
factor in the area’s gradually rebounding economy.

_- ‘ ‘ _. 'a _ This is high country: Heber is at an elevation of

6,435 feet, Overgaard 6,620 feet and Forest Service campgrounds close to State Route 260 and the

Mogollon Rim average 7,500 feet. Plan on hiking, mountain biking or horseback riding; there are
over a thousand miles of trails in the Apache and Sitgreaves forests. The area is considered one of the
top national forests for fishing, with over 450 miles of streams. The combined total of the region's
lakes 1s almost 2,000 acres. Heavy snowfall makes some areas inaccessible in winter, but once roads
are open, break out the cross-country skis.

Black Canyon... Journey Through Time Auto Tour

eeao

For centuries, people have been drawn to Black Canyon for its
water and abundant wildlife. This self-guided auto tour will take

you through this beautiful canyon with stops at several historic and

prehistoric sites. The road that winds through the canyon was an original route from the deserts below
the Mogollon Rim country to settlements on top of the plateau.

The black rocks of the canyon, the canyon's namesake, have witnessed the history of five cultures.
Today, travelers can trace the history of the people that have inhabited Black Canyon. Pictographs
mark the time of the Mogollon Indians, the first settlers of the canyon, and grave sites give testimony
to the ruthless vengeance that lashed across the Mogollon Rim country during the Pleasant Valley
Feud.

The best time of year to take this historic journey is May through October as winter road conditions
can make portions of this route inaccessible. Prior to starting your tour stop by the Black Mesa Ranger
Station or Mogollon Rim Visitor Information Station (open seasonally) to pick up a copy of the latest
brochure. This brochure provides interpretive information about the various stops along the route and
lists distances between stops to help facilitate your visit.
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HERB or go to our Website
BuckskinLodgeAz.com
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Phone* 928 535 6000 ey e

2739 Mogollon Drive, P.O. Box 1631
Overgaard, Arizona 85933
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~ email: Ispear@farmers.agent.com

Fax: 928-535-3203





